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CULTIVATING THE NEXT GENERATION  
THROUGH AVIATION

BY SPARKY BARNES SARGENT

Basking in the brilliant sunshine at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, a 1946 Taylorcraft BC-12D 

embodied a silent shoutout to the cadre of youthful hands that enthusiastically 

restored the airplane. This remarkable group of students in southeast Wisconsin 

have discovered they have quite an aptitude for aviation. They are happily devoted 

to learning the nuances of working together as a team with their feet on the ground; 

their hands on tools, sheet metal, fabric, and paint; and their hearts in the sky.
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88CHARLIES restored this Taylorcraft and uses it as a trainer  
at Palmyra airport.

64   May 2018

T
hese youths are part of 88CHARLIES Inc., a nonprofit, educational organization named for the Palmyra 
Municipal Airport (88C) where their activities are based. The students are guided by an accomplished 
group of founders and mentors who possess a strong affinity for aviation and young folks. 88CHARLIES 
was founded in August 2008 by Al Borre, EAA 119652, Dave McCoy, EAA 627923, Mike Rosman, EAA 
379219, Bill Rosman, and Steve Sorge, EAA 217977. Dave conceptualized the program, and the group 
includes an ever-evolving base of volunteer mentors and directors. These talented individuals possess 

diverse backgrounds in aviation, whether professionally or recreationally. Most have built or restored aircraft and/or 
are current pilots and aircraft owners. Several of them hail from multigenerational aviation families as well. Most 
importantly, they are actively engaged in sharing their passion for aviation with the next generation — combined 
with a few life lessons along the way.

AIRVENTURE DEBUT
If you haven’t yet heard much about 
88CHARLIES, maybe it’s because the organi-
zation has been quietly and diligently 
laboring on aircraft restoration projects since 
2008 and just hasn’t taken time away for any 
fanfare. To date, the group has restored sev-
eral airplanes including a Taylorcraft BC-12D, 
Piper PA-11, J-3 Cub, and, most recently, a 
Bellanca 7GCAA Citabria. Group members 
have also been flying; for every 20 hours a 
student works, he or she earns one hour of 
flight time. In 2017, two students earned their 
private pilot certificates and one earned a 
sport pilot certificate. 

Last year was also the first time 
88CHARLIES officially had aircraft on dis-
play at AirVenture, and a number of the 
students were volunteers during the week. 

“We have traveled to Oshkosh many 
times over the past 10 years with the kids for 
day trips,” said Al, the group’s director and 
vice president. “It was definitely a first hav-
ing one of our youth fly a plane into the 
show solo, and having one of our restora-
tions on public display thanks to American 
Champion Aircraft.” 

88CHARLIES is actively “Cultivating the 
Next Generation Through Aviation” by pro-
viding hands-on restoration activities, thereby 
enabling students to garner and embrace 
knowledge encompassing many facets of avia-
tion, as well as acquiring interpersonal skills. 
Perhaps sweetest of all, they experience first-
hand the fruits of their own labors. Take, for 
example, the Taylorcraft project.

1946 TAYLORCRAFT 
As I stopped on the flightline to admire 
NC5111M, a young volunteer with a bright 
orange vest suddenly appeared on a scooter. 
Brandishing a broad smile, 19-year-old Noah 
Reid, EAA 1126063, revealed the story 
behind the BC-12D. 

“It was actually in a barn hangar south of 
here on a grass strip,” he said. “It was tattered 
and hadn’t seen light in about 20 years, so the 
owner, Jake Sorgel, sold it to us, and we 
restored it. We totally re-covered the wings, 
rejuvenated the fuselage, and put a 75-hp 
Continental engine on it in place of the original 
65. Since we’re using it as a trainer for our 
group, we added brakes on the passenger side. 
I’ve been in the program for a few years now, 
and I’ve soloed and am working on my license.” 

More than 20 students participated in 
this restoration. 

“The interior is new except for the head-
liner; it’s a work in progress because the 
students are flying this one,” Al said. “Joe 
just got his license the last week in June and 
asked if he could fly it up to Oshkosh. I said, 
‘Well sure, that’s what it’s there for!’ Why 
not let them have some fun? They’ll never 
forget this!” 

It quickly became apparent that there’s 
something special that outshines the 
Taylorcraft’s lustrous finish. That’s the spirited 
gleam in the eyes of students and mentors 
alike. Perhaps the best way to learn more about 
88CHARLIES is simply to let the students and 
mentors share their own experiences. 
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This enthusiastic group of young students from 88CHARLIES attended AirVenture this past summer. (L-R, back row): Matt Shea, Anna Schoenike, Eli Schoenike, Joe Liederbach, Matt Rosman  
(L-R, front row): Nate Reid, Noah Reid, Jack Rosman
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IT WAS 18-YEAR-OLD Joe Liederbach, EAA 1118096, who 
flew the Taylorcraft to Oshkosh. He first became 
involved with 88CHARLIES when he was 13. It all 
started in a coincidental way. 

“I’ve always liked airplanes, but wasn’t really 
involved with them because I didn’t know how to do 
that,” Joe said. “Then my parents were on a flight down 
to Orlando one day and were sitting across the aisle from 
Mike Rosman, and they started seeing his airplane pic-
tures. That’s how we found out about the program, and 
I’ve been coming ever since. I soloed in a J-3 Cub, and I 
helped rebuild this Taylorcraft and did most of my flying 
in it. I love this airplane! I did tower and instrument 
work in a Cessna 152, and the nose wheel felt weird.” 

Though not his first time at AirVenture, it was Joe’s first 
time flying solo to the field and camping beside the airplane. 

“I flew up on Thursday, and it was amazing flying to 
Oshkosh by myself,” he said. “I love volunteering on the 

flightline here. The Taylorcraft’s first flight was about a 
year and a half ago. It was finished as a training airplane 
for the group, so we continue to work on it. We have 
A&P mentors, and board member Doug Tomas is an IA.” 
Without Doug, nothing gets off the ground.

A few students in the program have gone on to 
become A&Ps, and they come back to help out. 

“Every year we hold open houses at Palmyra, and 
we had a Father’s Day breakfast in June. We probably 
have three or four kids who’ve been coming to our 
Saturday workshops since then,” Joe said. 
“88CHARLIES is a really good program. It’s great 
working with the adults and learning from them. They 
give you something to do that’s all your own, and you 
learn how to be responsible. I’m going to Liberty 
University to study unmanned aerial systems.” 

Joe earned his remote pilot certificate with a rating of 
small unmanned aircraft systems shortly after AirVenture.

JOE
LIEDERBACH
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NOAH HAS STARTED his career with the Wisconsin Air 
National Guard as a flightline crew chief on F-16s for the 
115th Fighter Wing in Madison. Reflecting on his years 
with 88CHARLIES, he said, “Personally for me, it’s built 
a lot of character and patience, because when we work 
on projects we learn that patience teaches you to slow 
down and take your time on things. Learning the dynam-
ics of working together as a team has helped me even 
more on the professional side, and learning the mechan-
ics of engines and how to do certain processes has 
helped me in my Air Force career. Those things will 
eventually work into my collegiate and professional life 
as well. This kind of program is one in a million!” 

Seventeen-year-old Nate Reid, EAA 1146381, is 
Noah’s younger brother and has grown up with the 
group. Nate became involved when he was only 10. 

“I’ve learned how to work with hand tools and power 
tools and how to fabricate things,” he said. “I’ve become 
mechanically inclined because I’ve been taught by all the 
mentors how to do stuff easier — smarter, not harder. I’m 
taking flying lessons now and hope to finish instruction 
in the spring. I’m flying the Taylorcraft and also an 
Aeronca Champ we call Miss Amy.” 

Miss Amy, N84163, had belonged to a mentor who 
passed away, and Dale Shriver, EAA 1031854, bought it 
and donated it to the group.

REID 
BROTHERS

1978 BELLANCA CITABRIA
Fresh out of restoration, Greenie, a 1978 Bellanca 7GCAA Citabria 
(N5032J), proudly made its first public appearance last summer. 
Finished in glossy white and bright green, with a smartly uphol-
stered soft gray interior, the Citabria paid handsome tribute to 
two years’ worth of 88CHARLIES’ time and energy. The 
American Champion Aircraft Corporation generously invited the 
group to display Greenie at its outdoor exhibit area. Numerous 
passersby were drawn to the airplane and stopped to query the 
students and mentors who were on hand to share information 
about 88CHARLIES. 

“We actually completed the Citabria and test flew it on 
Wednesday the week before Oshkosh,” mentor Dave Reid, EAA 
1000836, said. “The Citabria was graciously donated by Dale Shriver 
and his wife, Judith Rogers [who also donated the restoration funds]. 
We took it completely apart, right down to the frame, wings, and 
engine. Dale Gauger — 88CHARLIES board member and technical 
advisor — and Jeff Scott work at the American Champion factory in 
Burlington, Wisconsin. Dale test flew this airplane, and then we flew 
it up here. I can tell you that we’ve had a lot of great feedback from 
people who have come by. They love the colors; one of our youth 
actually designed the paint scheme. It fits with the American 
Champion theme, except we’ve got a slightly different take on it — 
we’ve got a star cluster in the back. American Champion was just 
great to help us get this done right, and then for them to invite us to 
have the airplane here at AirVenture — that’s pretty neat!” 

Dave and his sons, Noah and Nate, have been involved with the 
program for about seven years. 

“We have some hangar space on Palmyra airport, so every 
Saturday from 8 a.m. until noon you’ll find us in there working with 
kids restoring airplanes,” he said. “88CHARLIES has great people 
behind this program. I just can’t say enough about them. The kids 
learn how to put fabric on an airplane and how to paint, among other 
things. Many of our students have gone on to choose careers in avia-
tion after graduation — whether serving in the Air Force or working 
as A&P mechanics or pilots in the private sector. We’re just so proud 
of the program and the kids.” 

Greenie was donated by Dale Shriver and Judith Rogers, and 
completely restored by 88CHARLIES.
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IT’S NOT UNCOMMON for parents to participate in 
88CHARLIES alongside their kids. In addition to the 
Reids, Wade Lindberg, EAA 1127546, and his 11-year-old 
son, Ethan, EAA 1127549, were at the American 
Champion Aircraft display area. Wade’s daughter, Sarah, 
EAA 1127548, is also involved with the group and would 
have been at Oshkosh as well, had she not been at a Civil 
Air Patrol camp for cadets aspiring to be Air Force pilots. 

Ethan was busy showing Greenie to intrigued visitors. 
“I love airplanes,” he said. “Dad takes me to the air-

port, and I try my hardest to get the airplanes up and 
ready. I helped put glue on for the fabric and helped 
with ironing fabric on this airplane. Our next project is a 
Cub, so we’ll rib stitch. I’ve lost track already of the time 
I’ve put in. I’m working toward flying lessons, oh yeah!” 

Wade discovered 88CHARLIES when he saw Elaine 
Kauh’s AVweb video about the program, which was filmed 
at the Palmyra airport. Since Palmyra was only 40 miles from 
his house, Wade and his two kids decided to check it out. 

“We’ve been driving out there most Saturdays, and I can’t 
get over what a fun group they are,” Wade said. “It’s a great 
program, and they have really changed people’s lives. I’ve seen 
upwards of probably 16 participants on really good days, and 
typically there’s a core group of six to eight who are there.”

Smiling as he watched Ethan answer questions about 
the Citabria, Wade said, “The mentors are so patient with 
the kids. It’s just amazing. For example, Ethan helped mask 
the Citabria’s trim scheme, and he put 3M tape on it to fin-
ish the trim. So here’s this fabric airplane, and they gave him 
a razor blade and the tape — with someone right behind 
him, of course — but to let him do that was great. Working 
on the airplane gave him autonomy and a confidence level 
that you can’t get anywhere else. In this program, you create 
something, and it’ll change your life. The airplane can take 
you or someone else flying someplace. Trusting kids with 
that responsibility is immeasurable. I’m so astonished by 
what this program gives. They’ve been doing this since 
2008 and are really committed to it.” 

LINDBERG 
FAMILY

ROSMAN 
FAMILY

SCHOENIKE
SIBLINGS

THE LATE BILL ROSMAN and his son Mike were among the 
founders of 88CHARLIES. Back in early 2012, Bill and his 
sons, Mike and Jon, were working on the restoration of 
their 1946 Piper J-3-C65 Cub. The Cub was almost finished 
when Bill died that summer. Then 88CHARLIES provided 
assistance to complete the wings and final assembly. 

Quite naturally, the third generation of the Rosman 
family is also interested in aviation. Mike’s sons, Matt 
and Jack, EAA 1134437, became involved with 
88CHARLIES as soon as the program was established. 
They participate every Saturday they can, when they’re 
not busy with school or sports. Eighteen-year-old Matt 
is currently a student pilot and soloed in the Cub. 

“Dad kind of roped me and my brother into the pro-
gram,” Matt said. “I’ve worked on the Taylorcraft, a PA-11, 

and the Citabria. I’ve mainly done sheet metal work. 
What we’re trying to do is get the youth involved and get 
the next generation of pilots into aviation. We want to let 
people know that it’s still fun flying these small airplanes! 
Not all airplanes are those big airliner jets. I’ve grown up 
with aviation; my grandfather was one of the founders, 
and he grew up with aviation, and my dad grew up with it. 
For me, I just want to keep aviation as a fun, relaxing 
hobby. It’s a great way to release all the stress, when it’s 
just you and the airplane up there flying.” 

Sixteen-year-old Jack is looking forward to starting 
flying lessons, and said he’s “definitely been doing 
hands-on restoration work and learning patience. 
Sanding is my thing, and I worked on the Taylorcraft and 
helped put fabric on the wings with Martin clips.” 

ELI SCHOENIKE, EAA 1134334, and his sister, Anna, didn’t 
have the opportunity to be around airplanes until they 
started going to 88CHARLIES. Eli soloed the Taylorcraft 
and has also been taking lessons in the Champ, Miss Amy. 

“I’m 17 now, and I got involved in 2014, when they 
were in the middle of the Taylorcraft project,” Eli said. “I 
did a lot of work on the engine baffling, and I’ve been 
learning skills I didn’t know before, like riveting and 
working with sheet metal. I just finished up my cross-
country, and I’m getting ready to do night flying, so I just 
transitioned into Palmyra Flying Club’s 172. I do prefer 
tailwheel, though. I’m not from an aviation family, but 

my parents have been awesome about this program. My 
dad brings me down to 88CHARLIES every weekend.” 

Eli has since passed his private pilot checkride in 
January 2018. 

Fifteen-year-old Anna has been involved with the 
program for several years.

“[My brother] is super into this — that’s how I got 
involved,” she said. “I just show up and help work on air-
planes every other week or so. I’ve been up in the Taylorcraft 
several times, and I like it, even though I’m a little bit taller, 
so it’s a little bit of a tight squeeze for me. I’m thinking about 
taking flying lessons. It’s a great group of people.” 
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Installing the elevators on the Taylorcraft.

Fastening the top cowl to the nosebowl.
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SPONSORS AND DONORS
88CHARLIES is quick to recognize individu-
als and entities who have donated to the 
program. Wag-Aero helped with the Citabria 
and the Taylorcraft. Other donors for the 
Citabria project include American Champion 
Aircraft and Flightline Interiors. Additionally, 
the Taylorcraft’s gear leg bears a note of spe-
cial thanks to the Alfred & Lois Kelch 
Charitable Trust, and Standard Process Inc., a 
vitamin company in Palmyra. Standard 
Process supports the program by providing 
space for a classroom in one of its buildings, 
and a heated area for a paint booth. 

Al emphasized that the program focuses on 
providing opportunities for, and working with, 
the youth — as opposed to holding fundraisers. 

“88CHARLIES is wholly reliant on the 
generosity of people who share our com-
mitment to the young people we serve,” he 
said. “It is our belief that time spent fund-
raising takes away from efforts best spent 
involving youth in aviation. There isn’t a fee 
for students and parents to participate. No 
one in our organization is paid, which 
keeps our overhead minimal. The youth 
and mentors are grateful for the commit-
ment and sacrifice each has made to make 
the dream a reality for these young ladies 
and men. We want to see young people find 
their way in life, respect others, and 
become honorable adults.” 

STAYING POWER
Thanks to generous and ongoing support 
from donors, sponsors, and volunteers, 
88CHARLIES has continued growing 
throughout the past decade, and that trend 
seems likely to continue. 

“The support people have given 
88CHARLIES has paid off big-time,” Al said. 
“We have three airplanes on the line for these 

young people to fly now — the Taylorcraft, 
Champ, and Citabria. We are currently rebuild-
ing a J-3 and, of course, we’re working on the 
other three aircraft to keep them flying.” 

In addition to the group’s debut during 
AirVenture 2017, its Taylorcraft received the 
Midwest Antique Airplane Club’s 2017 
Classic Project of the Year. In 2016, the 
group was featured on the cover of Wag-
Aero’s fall/winter catalog. 

The organization’s overall objective 
encompasses more than just weekly airplane 
restoration workshops and flight lessons. 
Aside from cultivating a passion for aviation, 
the ultimate takeaways from participation in 
88CHARLIES are life lessons that can be 
applied to professional and personal rela-
tions: the importance of responsibility, 
leadership, planning, and teamwork. 

After a decade of delightful diligence, 
you just might say 88CHARLIES is here to 
stay, and that seems to be a good thing — a 
very good thing, indeed.

For more information, e-mail 
info@88charlies.com, or visit 88CHARLIES 
via the links at www.EAA.org/extras. 

Sparky Barnes Sargent, EAA 499838, holds a commercial 

glider certificate with private single engine land and sea rat-

ings. She personally restored her 1948 Piper Vagabond which 

she flies frequently. She has published three aviation books 

available at https://dgaenterprises.com/books/.




